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Cathy: This is Cathy Wright. I'm going to interview Mrs. Edna
Duckworth, today, April 6th, 1984, in Huntington, West Virginia.
Okay, I need your full name, please.
Edna: I'm Edna Mae Duckworth.
Cathy: And I need your address, your present address.
Edna: 1433 10th Avenue.
Cathy: Your place and date of birth.
Edna: Right here in this house, 1433 10th Avenue.
Cathy: Okay, Mrs. Duckworth, if you could tell me about how you got
involved initially with the Southwestern Community Action Council,
that's what I'd like to know about.
Edna: Oh ... [pause] .. .I had an occasion to go into their offices when it
was located in the Cabell County [coughs] Courthouse, up on the 3rd
floor. It was very small, the uh, Southwestern was not Southwestern,
it was Cabell County. And it was ... and uh, I had an occasion to go
there because my daughter, she was on the board at the time. And uh,
on my way out of the building, Reverend Smith, who was a uh, what,
he was sornething or other there, (mmm-hmm), and when he saw me,
he said, "You're just the person I'm looking for." And so he told me,
he said, "We're ... we have got a proposal that we hope we can get
funded. And it is the deal with the seniors," and he knew my
background, and uh, he said, "You're just the person .. .l want you to
put an application in right now." And that's how I got it.
Cathy: What was your, what was your background that he knew you'd
be interested?
Edna: I love old people and I had, I had shown that by different things
I had done, for instance, I used to teach older people who couldn't read
or write how to read and write, and I'm always doing errands and still
do, you know, errands for them (sure), and ... well, he just, I guess,
had ... not that he knew me that well 'cause he hadn't been here too

long. So that's how I got started. But of course, being black I did not
get any top jobs.
Cathy: What did you start out doing?
Edna: Okay, they hired one director who was Robert _ _ and uh, for
they did not call him a director. I forget what they called him. But they
called them directors. Anyway, he was over the four, the four of us
(who were, do you remember who they were?) uh, I don't have it here
but (okay), but off the top of my head right now, 1.. .1 can't come up
with them. (that's okay) And uh, they placed us in four different
sections of town. I was placed at the Salvation Army building, and
Artis, Artis Skeens was one, (okay), she was placed at Marcum
Terrace. And there was a gentleman, I've forgotten his name, his was
up at the A.D. Scott, the black community center. I don't know ... who
was the other one? I said four, didn't I? Well, there was somebody
else ... (that's only three) .. .l've forgotten.
Cathy: And so, what would you ... what were your duties supposed to
be?
Edna: Okay, they handed us a clipboard, told us where we were to go,
and to my knowledge, we had no direction. [laughs] But number one,
we had ....
Cathy: Do you remember what year that was when you started?
Edna: (just general ... ) Well, it was before Medicare, is the big thing I
can remember. '65? Something like that. (okay?)
Cathy: So what, what was, when you were considering taking the job,
what was it they told you the purpose of the project was?
Edna: I repeat, it really is [inaudible] ... because I got into all kind of
trouble, I made myself pretty well known with the ... pretty well known
with the old people in that poverty area, and I think that helped get the
job for me. Uh ... 1.. .1 feel, because it was first, they were serving to
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find out just who the elderly were, where they were located, and what
their problems were. That's the way I feel. But for directions, Mr. _
_ was a minister, and uh, I think he was just, see, he was just as blind
as the rest of us, you know.
Cathy: Mmm-hmm, just didn't know where to start.
Edna: Yes, I feel that. Very definitely. And from then, Southwestern
at that, I mean, Cabell County, at that particular time, I just feel they
were so busy trying to be big chiefs until they made it hard for you to
be even a little indian. (had too many things going on?) Well, they
wanted to be the big chiefs, though. They didn't allow you flexibility
to get the job done that you were able to get done.
Cathy: So how did you start off without few directions? I think it
would be difficult to start a new job like that.
Edna: Well, they started out having little meetings, you see, down at
the main office, the four of us. And I don't know whether we had
meetings every week. I guess we did [inaudible] ... meetings and talk
and just stuff.... I don't know. okay, I'll tell you what I did (mmmhmm). And uh, I don't know, [pause], I just took my clipboard and
started finding out, walking around in the downtown area, and moving
around. At that particular time, second avenue and over there where
the uh, the land clearance, I was working in that particular area. It was
old buildings, old hotels, old this, that and the other. And uh, it wasn't
a day or two before I was up to my neck into work. And I found
ridiculous situations. Of course, l ... of course, I'm older now, but I, I
throw myself into things and uh, that's one thing they held against me.
And I may have been wrong, but I feel so proud of the job I did with
ABLE. I'm really proud of that job. I began to find poor housing,
extremely poor housing, uh, old men who could not uh, did not have
ways of feeding themselves. You must remember, you take 20 years
ago, when the woman died, the man had been so used to going out to
a 9 to 5 job, that he did not know how to cook, he didn't know how to
take care of himself. So the situation of old men in the downtown uh,
district was horrible. And they had an old motel, I don't know what
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they call it, I'd say Arlington, but that's not right. They had an old
hotel down there on uh, the corner of 4th Avenue and 7th Street,
Milner, something like that, it was just loaded with old men; horrible.
And the most horrible condition was facing the courthouse, see, it
irritated me very time I went in there. Seven ... was it 727, or 717, one
or the other, 5th Avenue, directly across from the courthouse. And the
person whoever owned that, had divided that house up into just a little
[inaudible] .... and down in the basement they just put plywood and stuff
between rooms and fixed it for .. .for these old men. And there was no
water and not anything. They ... they ... they had tin tubs and (oh) and
they had a glass plate where they could cook and a tin cup. And they
were paying .. .I forgotten but at that time it was an exorbitant rent.
And there were about 4 or 5 of those units in that particular building.
And the trash and the stuff was all gathered and the bath water sat,
and what have you. To me that was one of the ...
Cathy: So you just went door-to-door virtually, trying ....
Edna: I went to work. And uh, I'll say this, I established the very first
food program that was established for the elderly in this time. I have
documents ....
Cathy: How did you do that?
Edna: Well, I cooked the food, oh, there was a house across the street
from the Salvation Army, a great big house, and it was done the same
fashion as I told you, and it was the same situation. The roaches was
so bad they crawled on the outside of the building (ohhh ... ), in the
paper. They have records of that down in the Herald Dispatch (mmmhmm), in the paper. Because I worked with a woman named Celia_.
They sent Celia from, they sent Celia from uh, from the office, Cabell
County office to find these different things, you know, these places
(mmm-hmm), and then they got mad at me because Celia and I worked
together and, and found these things, and exposed them. But we were
doing them ... l guess you'd, what is it you call a person when you go,
I guess I wasn't cooperating like they wanted me to cooperate.

Cathy: Well, what did they expect you to do?
Edna: Well, you see, I was supposed to turn in everything that I did to
them. And if there was any decisions to be made or anything to be
made, or anything done, they were to do it, not me. I'm doing the
work and finding these things and so forth, I could go on and on about
ABLE. But anyway, so, in that building I remember Mr. Goodwin and
Mr. Partlow, and they had [inaudible]. .. and then I found [inaudible] ....
And about six men, I've got these pictures that I could easily show you
right in there. Uh ... these men, you know, that's terrible, they were
hungry. They were talking about feeding, and of course, what they
were talking about now uh, Southwestern rnight have begun, I don't
know who started first about the feeding, but they, of course,
wanted ... what they have now, Meals-on-Wheels, big thing, you know.
But anyway, so, finally though, I go to the store and get beef stew, and
I made beef stew here at the house and corn bread and so forth, and
I take it down there to the center, and once a week I fed 67 men for
awhile. Well, that got into the newspapers, and that getting into the
newspapers, I got help from many churches: Presbyterian, even over in
Ohio .. .l got ... so I began to receive money, I was not supposed to
receive money. [laughs] Anyway, I went to a lawyer to find out what
to do. He says, "If you deposit it in the narne of the ABLE project, and
so forth, and so I had. And that's what I did. But the money was not
used for the food so much, I used a little bit for it, but also in, oh, by
the way, each director or each person like myself had what they called
a friendly _ ____ , and mine was [inaudible] ... and the other was,
oh, I can't remember his name ... a little man from up in .. .I can't
remember now. Now they began to go out, see, they really would
bring in and they would tell you different things that they would find,
you understand? (mmm-hmm). And uh, all of this was turned in each
week, we turned that in, in which we did, we turned that in to the
office, but in the meantime, see, I'm doing these different things. Then
the money began to come, and I began to buy medicine. We had found
that's before Medicare, on 5th Avenue there, well, right near where the
old, you know, where that _ _ parking lot is (right). Well, maybe
across from there and along in there, there was some more of these
buildings where there were a lot of old women and things, living in

much better situations, but they had no money for medicine. And
when these people began to give me this money, I bought medicine for
'em. And so you see, I just ... (you tried to do what you could do), yeah,
and so they didn't like that. Because, see, what they were after was
big money from the government. I can understand some of it, I can
understand some of it, but I guess I did such a good, I know on thing,
they had people from Washington examining the programs that I set up.
Because they came and I had one to speak to me, ask me and not only
that, but the First Methodist Church, they wanted to have some type
of a program like that just for their church, they wanted to have some
type of a program like that just for their church. They did not want to
have it on a big scale (right), like Cabell County wanted, so they asked
me to speak to their women about how I set up what I was doing. And
I was almost fired because ... yeah.
Cathy: Were you really shocked at what you found when you got
involved with this? (yes) Did you have any idea it was that bad?
Edna: No. See, white folks was, you know, I [inaudible] ... but I tell you
this, uh, in these programs at that particular time, it seems to be and
that's another story, that white people would put more money into
something for the blacks than they would for their own. It seems to
me that people of means, white people of means, it seems to me
like ... have not very much used [inaudible] ... very poor, trash white
person. (Do you think that was bad then? In the '60's, the liberal
feelings of the '60's?) Oh, yes, very definitely.
Cathy: So, most of the people you located in Project ABLE were blacks
in the city? (no) Elderly? (no) Not blacks?
Edna: No, no, whites. I had no blacks. I had ... l may have had one or
two, but (they were mostly poor elderly?) poor elderly whites. Poor
elderly whites.
Cathy: How did the Southwestern react to the newspaper story that
was done?
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Edna: Well, they enjoyed what they, what came up, you see, because
that's what they wanted to show. (uh -huh) But out of that, an elderly
doctor, bless his heart, Dr. Joseph Boutwell (spelling?) put his name
down (okay). He came to uh, over to the center where I worked, and
he told me he was at one time over the Veteran's [inaudible]. .. and he
was retired and at that time, he was in his '80' s, I guess '80' s. And
he volunteered his services there with me at that particular center.
Okay. But it was such a beautiful thing, understand, a bonafide doctor
could do all these things (sure). They took him away from me. They
wanted to. Now he came to me. And he's dead now, he can't speak
for himself. But he came to me, he said, " Edna, I'll not do anything
until you and I first talk it over." And now, Norma Wise, she was the
director of the whole thing at that time (mmm-hmm), she may not have
known that, but Joseph Boutwell came to me and he said, "I first
talked to you," and they ... see, I got pictures of where they used him in
the paper and all this kind of thing, but through Dr. Boutwell, I could
just go on and on with this story. [inaudible] ....
Cathy: How did you deal with that? If they were just people who were
totally incapable of taking care of themselves? (not capable or ... ?)
Yeah, not capable of taking care of themselves.
Edna: Well, the doctor went to the courthouse and he signed the
papers and [in audible] ....
Cathy: You didn't have any trouble like trying to contact relatives or
things like that for these people?
Edna: 1. . .1 didn't. You see, it was all, all that was out of my hands,
because I was just a little lowly workers, and when you find the things
that someone else has to take over ... l'm ...just saying Dr. Boutwell was
able to sign and do [in audible-fades out] .. ..
Cathy: As you started working, as you started locating these people,
and as I assume more people found out what you were doing, was it
easier for you to find these elderly people? I mean, were people
contacting you ....

Edna: They came in and out of the little office that I had, and uh, not
only that, the volunteers, the ... what do you call ___ Enslow Park
Presbyterian Church began to come, they began to uh, furnish one meal
a month, like we were doing. One meal a month. And I just found all
that kind of help.
Cathy: So it sort of snowballed then, after you started, after you
started ... ?
Edna: Yes, and after this, the thing in the paper, it snowballed. Now
you must remember now I'm only center with 3 or 4 other people.
Cathy: Sure. What about the, these places you were talking about?
The uh, oh, apartment, so -called apartment buildings that were just, so
badly constructed? Was that getting any kind of publicity?
Edna: It was ... to my knowledge ... what do you want to know? Did
they do anything about it? (yeah) If they did, I don't know about it.
Of course, it ended up Urban Renewal tore down that old one on Third
Avenue and that building at seven whatever it is, uh, Fifth Avenue is
loaded with lawyers now. And I don't know.
Cathy: You were saying the cockroaches were crawling on the
building. I just wondered if the health department did anything about
it.
Edna: I don't know. As I say, I was just a lowly worker (sure). And
we turned in, I may have some copies of some of my reports I turned
in. Uh ... and I'll tell you another thing they never gave me credit for.
But Norma Wise's secretary, Betty Bell, told me this. She used my
report and took them, she would go through well, she spoke at the
University of Pennsylvania and things like that, and she used my report
without letting me know and giving me any credit for it, on what was
(what was going on), going on, and so on. She used them pretty much
throughout her speeches and so forth.
Cathy: Did sometimes you feel kind of overwhelmed at all these awful

things you would find? I mean, like how much can one person do?
Edna: I don't know. Well, with the two workers that had began to
work, and these other people coming in and helping, and uh, doing
(mmm-hmm), I was just [inaudible].... [laughter] I just enjoyed it.
Cathy: Yeah. How long did you work? How long did you work on
Project ABLE?
Edna: You see, the project at that particular time was just funded for
one year. (hello, how are you?) [speaking to man in background]
Cathy: So when you signed on, you knew the job was just for one
year?
Edna: No, see, no, I didn't know the particulars. No, I ... black woman,
I'd done don1estic work all my life. (But they didn't explain it to you?)
No. I mean, you know, I knew nothing of the workings of this. And
uh, no, and I learned when I'd been working oh, I'd say 8 or 9 months
or so, you see, then the program sends , they're constantly writing
proposals, I've learned all this later. And ... and everybody working for
them knew the job that I was doing, because they even got to the
point where they was coming down there to see if they could get a free
meal! But anyway, one person, the next program behind that was what
they called, my knowledge, was Neighborhood development (mmmhmm), and some person in
that who's being hired for the
Neighborhood Development told me you know, he left me have it.
They knew that I was not cooperating and all this jazz, with them. And
so I was not going to be hired, you see, for another job, even though
I had shown capability and even though Norma Wise had used that,
they asked her how was she able to get these things done, and she
said she hired people with extraordinary talents and so forth, you
know? But ... okay, and so, no, I was not hired at the end of the year.
But I raised so much Hell around in different spots and things, until and
then I went to a person who was capable of getting something done.
And then I was hired in the Neighborhood Development. (so what did
you do with Neighborhood Development?) Oh, my, that's a long
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[inaudible -fades out] The biggest thing that I'm proud of there, the
town was under Southwestern, well, I still don't know the intricate (I
don't either) ... okay. They have poverty pockets and of course, you
work in these poverty pockets. But one of the biggest poverty pockets
here in town had no, had nothing. They did not have, they were not
sharing. This is Fairfield East. And the fellow who was over
Neighborhood Development at that time, his name was Gene Brown,
and I knew this section. My husband worked at the shops and the C
& 0 shops, and uh, and anyway, I knew that section. I bedeviled them
so, I said, "Let me go over there, let me go over there. " You
understand what I'm trying to say? They had to work their people for
the federal government. I said, "Let me go over there, let me go over
there, it's horrible. It's horrible." And finally, Gene said, "Go!" And
uh, he sent a lady with me, Tooty Howard, but Tooty didn't stay but
a little while. But I could go on and on about that.
Cathy: So what did you do when you got ... ? What was Neighborhood
Development? What were they trying to do?
Edna: It was just they were trying to discover what the needs were in
these poverty neighborhood areas, what could be done to alleviate
things that they found and so forth. Poor education, uh, just ....
Cathy: So when you were at the Fairfield East, were you trying to ...
Edna: Now it was not called Fairfield East. It was [inaudible] ... 28th
street area.
Cathy: Did, when you went there, did you just try and determine what
needed to be done? How would you go about something like that?
Edna : You survey, and you visit and you find out and uh, now at that
particular time, and every time I look at that building named Fairfield
East, I think of Lola Holley. She was the operator of a grocery store.
And uh, she had done marvelous, many things, trying to help those
people up there. And I knew Lola even before working, so I went to
her. (mmm-hmm) And it just took off like lightening! We even got our
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own state charter so we could, I didn't know, you see, about the
collecting of money and this, that and the other. But Henderson
prepared the charter for us. And we organized and Clark Tire Company
and oh, uh, Mr. uh, what's the name, the drugstore and 26th
Street ... Reverend Midkiff and let's see if I can thing of ... Lola (let me
just stop).
END OF SIDE 1
Edna: Lola and the morning we got together, the first morning we got
together, the snow was knee deep and we met in the back of Lola's
house. And I explained to these people what I thought would be a
good idea. To bring ... and by the way, that crime in that area was
rampant and still is. And I told 'em what I thought would benefit and
maybe if we could work together and uh, begin to show these people
that they were people and not animals (sure) and words to that effect,
so, we could get a job done. So, through that each one of these men
promised and did contribute a certain amount of money every month.
Southwestern didn't pay for the building that we had. These people
paid or found an old building and uh, found an old man walking with a
cane, he was a derelict, around Elm Street, turned out he could do
carpenter work, Mr. Herbert Arthur. And it ended up he found a
building, and Herb Arthur repaired that building 8, I see it still standing,
it was 816 I believe' s the address, 27th Street. And repaired that for
a center for those people, and that was the beginning of Fairfield East.
Every time I look at that I think, well, anyway ....
Cathy: About what year, about what time that was, when you got
involved in this?
Edna: I don't know, '70' s, '80' s, not '80' s, 'cause I retired ... I retired
up there in '72 (mmm-hmm), and uh, I'll say '69, no, that wouldn't be
right, would it. '70's .. .l don't know.
Cathy: So did you stay with that, the Neighborhood Development thing
until you retired?
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Edna: 1. .. 1 retired from up there. I uh, oh, a long store, and I got to
feeling bad, had a jealous husband and he couldn't understand a lot of
things. He couldn't understand a lot of things that well, anyway, I
retired. [pause] By the way, I received, I have a letter in here, from a
lady who was over something, something, something in Washington,
came here to visit, and she visited at the center when we were trying
to rebuild it. (how long did it take you to rebuild? a long time?) Uh,
yeah, you know, one man and no toilet in the place and uh, it was a
wreck. And we had people to give us an icebox here and wood there,
and so forth and so on. And anyway, she came while we were doing
all, she came and, and at that time, Neighborhood Development was
located up in a building up in Guyandotte, and uh, so anyway, of
course, the big wheels had the big wheels and they were all up there
and everything . So it was just an opportunity for me to show ... l was
so proud of what I was showing here (sure). So uh, gosh, I wish I
could find the letter. I think's uh, in ... and anyway, I said, if you're not
busy, I want to show you something. You come go with me. And she
ended up spending the day with me (how great!). And she wrote me
this letter back and at that particular time, they were looking for a
director for Neighborhood Development, and she was, when she went
back to Washington, she wrote back to me and told me that I showed
more knowledge of what was going on that she had visited with, and
she says I have learned that you have not put your application in for the
director of the Neighborhood Development, and she was just as good
as telling me to put my application in. I didn't want a job like that.
And uh, (what, were you afraid there would be just too much red tape
or ... ?) 1. . .1 didn't, I don't like keeping records and that kind ... l don't like
that kind of ....
Cathy: You really prefer the field work, then, gettin' out with the
people. (oh ... ) Do you keep in touch with any of those people now?
Edna: They keep in touch with me. You would be surprised, I just
have to see if I don't have that letter. Oh, one of those pictures were
she and her girls.
Cathy: So the League of Women Voters got involved with them, too?
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Edna: They got involved, uh-huh.
Cathy: What ... what did they help you do?
Edna: Well, they set up the scout troup, now I don't know, right at this
point I can't remember, but they did a lot of stuff.
Cathy: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm. So when did it become known as
Fairfield East?
Edna: Oh, after I, it was Eccho when I, when they built this new
building. (mmm-hmm) See, they had no place to play, and there was
an old, an old minister, Mr. Spurlock, he fixed a playground down over,
but that was the only place that they could (mmm-hmm), and it's such
a dangerous spot, several of the children have been hit crossing that
street, you know (the streets are bad). And uh ... things like that. And,
of course, at the time I was working, I'm so busy trying to get these
people to realize that there's a lot they can do for themselves, you see.
So see, I'm black, and that's a white neighborhood, and they thought
they were doing me a favor when they let me sit down on those old
dirty couches, you know. And I sat down on 'em, and uh, just to show
you that that was not a neighborhood, Robert Griffith will, assistant
superintendent of schools, will testify to this, uh, by 'em working up
there. the federal government came up with a program that college
graduate uh, they wanted to pursue a master's and if they would work
two years, in the poverty area, they would receive their master's.
Okay. I learned about all of this, and I got to Bob, and I asked him, and
I got somebody that they took in later. They took him away from me.
You know why? (why?) Because it was not an established area where
they had planned to put the [inaudible] ... to get credit ... [inaudible] ...
And one young white now who is ... l've forgotten where he's from,
came here from out of town, and uh, we would meet in Ms. Gravely's
little old red house with those kids. Some of those kids, they were
just, I. .. they were just beautiful to me. And uh, anyhow, he and I Had
to go out for something. And there was almost tears in that young
man's eyes, he said, "these children have been taught that they're
dumb!" (mmmm-hmm) And that really, that surprises us. That's what
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Whitey did to his own. I thought ....
Cathy: Do you think establishing this Neighborhood Development
Center has helped it, helped more of a community like spirit and to help
them do what they could do for themselves?
Edna: When I retired, the girl that went in there to work, I don't ... but
anyway, it had begun and the people had found out what organizations
could do and they began to go to the council and things, and so forth,
you see. And then it was an established priority area. See, this was
just called Fairfield (mmm -hmm), from 16th Street to 20th Street ... all
the way up from wherever it went. There was no Fairfield East. It was
just Fairfield. Then when they got poverty area, they called it Fairfield
West and Fairfield East up here. They divided that you understand, to
make these two poverty areas.
Cathy: Right. Do you remember when that happened?
Edna: No. I tell you, l'rn just ... you know ...

Cathy: Did that happen after you left? Is that right or not?
Edna: No, because no, because ... l ... I don't think so.
Cathy: So it was probably before 1972?
Edna: Yeah, I guess. I think. (mmm-hmm)
Cathy: Do you see ... are there any people in particular, anything like
success stories you fell you had while you were down and that you
saw ... some of the kids, maybe?
Edna: 1... 1can't say so. The biggest thing I can say is where they ... the
stealing and things that had went on rampant, I think it was cut down
some. They kind of uh, built, I built a rapport with then1 (mmm-hmm),
but I. .. I don't believe I could just come up with anything, any success
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stories. I worked with a Sister Fulks, which was [inaudible] ...
Cathy: How did she get involved?
Edna: Through me. And uh, we did a dropout survey, that kind of
angered ... well, anyway, it ....
Cathy: See hov.r many high school dropouts there were from the
area ....
Edna: Trying to find out how many dropouts ...
Cathy: Do you remember any big conclusions?
Edna: Well, no, you know, that's been ...
Cathy: I gather there were quite a few dropouts.
Edna: Oh, yes. It was rampant. Rampant. And uh, it was rampant.
And those kids have to ... had to walk from 27th and 28th Street up,
29th Street and over and down and see, they couldn't cross that
railroad track at the high school there, but all over in there, the school
dropouts ...

Cathy_: Did you feel like it eased a little bit in the time that you were
there, maybe? Or not?
Edna: I, well, (hard to tell), yeah. See, I'm not for ... unless something
would come up in the papers ...
Cathy: Did you community center work mostly with adults? Or did it
work mostly with children?
Edna:
It worked
neighborhood.

with

the

whole

neighborhood, the

whole

Cathy: There's no on segment you would say, participated in the
center any more than another?
Edna: Those teenage kids. There again, there's a sad story on one of
those kids of there, a very sad story. A youthful girl, I can't remember
her name right now. And uh, oh, she was, she was [inaudible]. .. and
uh, the family was poor and I don't know, and she got involved ... she
got involved in all of the ... with all the, whatever she shouldn't get
involved with. She was murdered up there (oh, how awful! When you
oh, after you left?) Uh-huh. (what a shame) But see, we did push
things, [inaudible] ... watermelon and beer and so uh ... feeding them
watermelon. And uh, well, Mr. Griffith told me, he tried to get me to
go on back and get my bachelor's degree, 'cause he said I'd love to hire
you. (that's quite a compliment) Uh-huh. He told me that many times.
I think Sister _ _ is on one of these ... yes, but you can't tell ... this is
16th Street, and uh, well, I wanted that for my own ... (sure) .... But uh,
I enjoyed, I enjoyed all that I did, but I think I fussed a little too much.
l. .. l've had one person to tell me to keep my mouth shut, you know.
[laughing] But anyway, that's what I wanted to do. Oh .. .l forgot this
one. [looking at a photo] This was Neighborhood Development, also.
The first work of the children in a church in the nursery school, here
you are (ohhhh), there is Reverend Paul Houston, who can attest to
that. This is Bob Griffith's wife. And we went to him uh, Frances
Clemmons and I worked together in the center. And we went to him
and asked him about the use of his church and so forth, and so on, for
the young people. And we wanted at least one day out of the month
that the kids could come and have a day when their parents could be
free to go to the welfare and go do some things, and so forth and so
on. Well, now at first, the church wasn't too fond about it because
they had smooth, nice beds and things, and you just looked at it. But
[inaudible] .... and we got that church to use.
Cathy: It must have been at Easter, I'd seen a little Easter egg (yeah).
Edna: So they really got involved, they really got involved in that.
Now, that's the first whatever you want to call it, nursery. And you
know, Becky Edwards brought her crew, we were down there on 10th
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Street West and Monroe Avenue, she brought her crew down there to
find out how we had gone about ...
Cathy: That's really interesting. I'm supposed to interview her, but
I've not done it yet, but she's on my list.
Edna: ... [inaudible] I took my own card, at first I think I took my own
card table down, no, they had the tables (uh-huh), but this was a
brother and sister. He painted that picture for me, and uh, (how nice)
[in audible] Now that's the first meal. ...
Cathy: So, altogether, you , you started , you worked with 'em for
about how many years?
Edna: I started about '66, I think. I retired in '72.
Cathy: Mmm-hmm. You were there about 6, 7 years? (I guess so)
Uh-huh. (I guess so) So is there anything else you'd like to add? Can
you think of anything else you'd like to tell me about your involvement
with the council?
Edna: I don't know. I just ... frankly, I would like to see the federal
governn1ent do something about [inaudible].... I think they allow the
people to okay, who administer the programs, to stay in the programs
too long. I don't think it's fair to the rest of the public. And this is the
way I'm looking at it. Uh, for instance, [inaudible] ... workers and so
forth, there's .. .l think there should be limits on that, because the big
brass as well as little brass and there's other people they can rotate and
aloow those programs so that people who can aspire to these jobs, and
uh, I think they helps for better working relationships. I don't think
anybody should stay in office as long as the people are staying in office
in these jobs. 'Cause it is federal money and we're all paying for it and
uh, I do think that more money needs to be drawn less in all these
salaries, and more [inaudible]. ... Cathy: They do have more new
programs with new people coming in periodically.
Edna: But however, I just think, for instance, you should know that
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your term in office is going to be like the president, 4 or 5 years, to get
the job done. If you don't get it done, somebody, whoever you have
trained, I think it's your responsibility to train and if they don't train
properly, I think it's a black mark against them. I really think something
needs to be done so that other people could share in these things.
Because there's a job there that these kids fresh out of school and so
forth, they can get their start in some of these things.
Cathy: You think a bigger involvement maybe, in the community might
help?
Edna: Involvement in the community ... work with better guidelines uh,
to see, the way the guidelines is I know you have what you call it? The
Act and so forth. But uh, it don't work. And uh, I think they
need ...
Cathy: You think there's a lot that could be done to improve ...
Edna: That's my feeling. I think it should be some of those jobs, they
go in without you know, sufficient qualifications ... l don't know, I just
think they stay there too long, and I don't feel right paying I'm saying
that wrong ... l just feel if it's government, federally funded, all up and
down the line, it is federal money. And I think that more people need
to have access to the big money instead of having access to all the
little money. I know a man right now that drives a van [inaudible]. .. and
doing an extra amount of you know, work (mmm-hmm), but they have
not considered, you follow what I mean? (sure, above and beyond)
Yeah, above and beyond the call of duty. And I just think they need
some guidelines somewhere.
Cathy: I think that's probably a problem throughout the federal
government.
Edna: Well, it is. It is, but they could easily say that you worked 5
years and your job is terminated, just like when they did about, when
they first started these proposals, because you see, the proposals was
only to find out a need for a certain job. So, you see, the proposal for
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Able brought on FIND, through surveys and so forth. And uh, the uh,
proposals for things about working and developing child care brought

on headstart, so you see, I could understand that. I understand that.
But even in those, they were terminated at certain times. And I think
they need termination [in audible] ...
Cathy: Mmm-hmm, I can see it.
appreciate your talking with me.

END OF INTERVIEW

Well, Mrs. Duckworth, I really

